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Rev. Peyton M. Lewis

forget-me-not

1849 — 1934



clew (kloo) n. a ball of  yarn or thread   
The word “clue” is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word “clew”, meaning a ball of  
yarn or thread. In Greek Mythology, Theseus, the founder-king of  ancient Athens, 
escaped from the Minotaur’s labyrinth by unspooling a ball of  thread so that he could 
retrace his steps out of  the maze.  Based on the Greek myth, the word acquired the 
metaphorical meaning of  something that serves as guide or will lead to a solution and 
our modern understanding of  the word evolved.



How is a life defined or remembered? 
If each and every moment cannot be documented, what evidence remains 
of the everyday experiences and ordinary moments that accumulate in every 
lifetime?
What can we understand about a person from the spotty information that is 
buried in random archives and scattered across public records?
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Forget-Me-Not: Reverend Peyton M. Lewis considers these questions by focusing on the 
life of Reverend Peyton M. Lewis who was born into slavery in Roanoke in 1849. His father, 
Charles Lewis, and his uncle (and namesake) Peyton Lewis were skilled brickmasons who 
were owned by the Deyerle brothers, local builders who were hired to construct several 
buildings on the campus of Roanoke College. Reverend Lewis graduated from the Hampton 
Normal and Agricultural School and went on to have a long career as a reverend in African 
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Churches, primarily in the Midwest. He led a remarkable life 
before his death in 1934, leaving behind evidence of his interactions with the world. 

In my research-based art practice I seek to rescue, examine, and creatively interpret the 
infinite quotidian layers of lives lived. I call these micro-histories, biographical minutia, and 
untethered details “Clews.” Our contemporary word “clue” is derived from the word “clew,” 
meaning a ball of yarn. In Geek mythology, a “clew” leads out of a labyrinth, which is how we 
have our contemporary meaning: something that leads to a solution. Taking the labyrinth as 
a metaphor for life, I consider granular histories to be what brings us through the maze of 
our existence, providing the connective tissue between what is more commonly chronicled. 

Forget-Me-Not: Reverend Peyton M. Lewis is not meant to tell the complete story of Reverend 
Lewis. Taken altogether, the clews presented in this installation shed light on the impossibility 
of reconstituting the totality of an existence. Rather, the project invites viewers to reflect 
on how individual lives often obscured by broader historical narratives can be illuminated 
through the fragments and traces left behind. Through this lens, the project emphasizes 
the importance of recognizing and preserving these “clews” as essential elements of our 
collective heritage and personal identity.

— Clover Archer
    Chronicler of Inklings, Institute for Clew Studies
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The two remaining 
apple trees have been 

devastated by the urban 
deer population and are 

struggling to produce fruit.
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The Kreagy House  
was razed in 1989.*
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General Oliver Otis Howard
(1830-1909)

On October 19, 1865, General 
Howard had to deliver the  
terrible news to the newly 

emancipated people of  
Edisto Island, SC that the land  

they had claimed was being 
confiscated and returned  

to their enslavers. 

*
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What happened to Alice and Peyton’s children?
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© 2024 Ancestry.com

Alice Lewis
in the 1880 United States Federal Census

Name Alice Lewis

Age 26

Birth Date Abt 1854

Birthplace North Carolina

Home in 1880 Accomack, Virginia, USA

Dwelling Number 9

Race Black

Gender Female

Relation to Head of House Wife

Marital Status Married

Spouse's Name P. M. Lewis

Father's Birthplace North Carolina

Mother's Birthplace North Carolina

Occupation Housekeeper

Neighbors View others on page

Household Members (Name) Age Relationship

P. M. Lewis 31 Self (Head)

Alice Lewis 26 Wife

Ira J. Lewis 2 Son

Detail  Source

7/27/24, 3:37 PM 1880 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13105840:6742?tid=&pid=&queryId=2d393611-310f-40c8-802d-fa53346eabda&_phsrc=NOc581&_phstart=suc… 1/1

© 2024 Ancestry.com

Peyton Lewis
in the Virginia, U.S., Birth Registers, 1853-1911

Name Peyton Lewis

Gender Male

Residence Place Bedford, Virginia

Spouse Alice Lewis

Child Sallie Lewis

Occupation Farmer

Detail  Source

7/27/24, 2:56 PM Virginia, U.S., Birth Registers, 1853-1911 - Ancestry.com

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15299599:62153?tid=&pid=&queryId=db8fbffd-514d-4c8e-89cb-15dcb7e46b68&_phsrc=NOc544&_phstart=su… 1/1

1876

* Evidence of only two children has been found.
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St. John’s AME Church
Norfolk, VA

1880

St. James AME Church
Cape Giradeau, MO

1885-1888

St. Peters AME Church
St. Louis, MO

1885-1888

Bethel AME Church 
Hampton, VA

1879

Bethel AME Church
Baltimore, MD

1882-1885

Beulah AME Church
Farmville, VA

1878

Bethel AME Church
Richmond, IN
1888-?

Zion AME Church
Evansville, IN
1888-?

Wayman AME Church
Kokomo, IN
1888-?

Bethel AME Church
Champaign, IL
1890s-1904

Ward AME Church
Peoria, IL
1890s-1904

Ward AME Church
Cairo, IL
1890s-1904
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St John AME Church
Springfield, IL

1890s-1904

Bethel AME Church
Cedar Rapids, IA

1905-?

Malone AME Church
Sioux City, IA

1905-?, 1918-1921

Allen AME Church
Rockford, IL

1911-1918

Payne Memorial AME Church
Waterloo, IA

1921-1925
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* According to his obituary, Peyton was involved in approximately 23 AME Churches 
over the course of his long career. Many of these Churches have been moved, closed, 

razed, or renovated. Thus, these photographs cannot be definitively verified as the 
homes of Peyton’s congregations. Photographs could not be located for the following 

AME Churches mentioned in Peyton’s obituary: Jackson, St. James, and St. Peters, Mis-
souri; Pontiac, Illinois; Ottumwa, Buxton, East Des Moines, and Council Bluff, Iowa.
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* Note that Peyton’s death certificate records his birth year as 1849, as do many other 
sources, but his gravestone marks his birth year as 1848. 

*

*
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page 2 (top to bottom):
• The Courier (Waterloo, Iowa); March 8, 1934
• photographs (3) by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings with gratitude to Victoria Longley for permission  
to document Lone Oaks
• May 10, 1934 Letter from Rev. Peyton M. Lewis to Mrs. L.F. Freeland; from the Historical Society of Western Virginia  
Collections

page 3  (top to bottom):
• apple leaves clipped in August 2024 from the fruit trees planted by Peyton Lewis when he was enslaved
• photograph by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings with gratitude to Victoria Longley for permission  
to document Lone Oaks
• May 10, 1934 Letter from Rev. Peyton M. Lewis to Mrs. L.F. Freeland; from the Historical Society of Western Virginia  
Collections

page 4:
• bricks; graphite drawing by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings; 10x8 inches; 2024

page 5  (top to bottom):
• Persinger House, Franklin County House photographs from Deyerle House Tours packet; from the Historical Society  
of Western Virginia Collections
• May 10, 1934 Letter from Rev. Peyton M. Lewis to Mrs. L.F. Freeland; from the Historical Society of Western Virginia  
Collections

page 6:
• cherry tree branch; graphite drawing by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings; 8x10 inches; 2024

page 7  (top to bottom):
• cherry tree leaf clipped in August 2024 from the “May cherry tree”
• photograph by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings with gratitude to Victoria Longley for permission  
to document Lone Oaks
• May 10, 1934 Letter from Rev. Peyton M. Lewis to Mrs. L.F. Freeland; from the Historical Society of Western Virginia  
Collections

page 8:
• Catalogue of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute; graphite drawing by the Institute for Clew Studies’  
Chronicler of Inklings; 8x10 inches; 2024

page 9  (top to bottom):
• Map of the School Grounds from Twenty-two Years’ Work of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute at  
Hampton Virginia; Hampton Normal School Press, 1893
• The Courier (Waterloo, Iowa); March 8, 1934
page 10:
• Catalogue of Wabash College; graphite drawing by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings; 8x10 inches; 2024

page 11  (top to bottom):
• The Fifty-Fifth Annual Catalogue of Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Indiana, 1888-89; Wabash College; Robert T.  
Ramsay, Jr. Archival Center 
• Peyton Lewis’s alumni contribution to Twenty-two Years’ Work of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute  
at Hampton Virginia; Hampton Normal School Press, 1893

page 12:
• Hampton Singers poster; graphite drawing by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings; 8x10 inches; 2024

page 13  (top to bottom):
• The Courier (Waterloo, Iowa); August 18, 1923
• The Hampton Colored Students Singing Band on Behalf of the Normal and Agricultural Institute of Hampton, VA; 1872

page 14:
• Nobody knows the Trouble I see, Lord; graphite drawing by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings;  
8x10 inches; 2024

page 15  (top to bottom):
• The Gazette (Cedar Rapids, Iowa); April 10, 1907
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Otis_Howard
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page 16  (top to bottom):
• The Gazette (Cedar Rapids, Iowa); March 15, 1907
• Uncle Remus: His Songs & His Sayings; graphite drawing by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of Inklings;  
8x10 inches; 2024

page 17  (top to bottom):
• The Gazette (Cedar Rapids, Iowa); July 26, 1907
• Lyrics of Lowly Life by Paul Laurence Dunbar; graphite drawing by the Institute for Clew Studies’ Chronicler of  
Inklings; 8x10 inches; 2024

page 18  (top to bottom):
• https://www.archives.gov/nhprc/projects/catalog/booker-t-washington 
• Peyton Lewis’s alumni contribution to Twenty-two Years’ Work of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute  
at Hampton Virginia; Hampton Normal School Press, 1893

page 19  (top to bottom):
• Virginia, U.S., Birth Registers, 1853-1911 - Ancestry.com
• 1880 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com
• The Courier (Waterloo, Iowa); August 18, 1923

page 20:
found images from the deepest of Google rabbit holes
• https://pocketsights.com/tours/place/Beulah-Methodist-Episcopal-Church-Parsonage-29413:3613
• https://www.facebook.com/HamptonHistoryMuseum/photos/today-in-hampton-history1879-bethel-african-meth-
odist-episcopal-church-hosts-the/837479258421214/?paipv=0&eav=AfblxFqoxZ-hEzfVFYy9Yzs4qQuyVmo1Nc1ad-
N8722bn7U7VyZt3k727GN6panlZ7PQ&_rdr
• https://1stuscoloredcavalry.wordpress.com/2018/11/26/first-baptist-church-bute-street-norfolk-virginia/
https://www.facebook.com/WaymanMemorialAMEC/
• https://www.stjamesamecape.com/
• https://stlouispatina.com/penrose-in-the-snow-6-st-peters-ame-church/
• https://www.flickr.com/photos/waynet/2300873694
• https://historicevansville.com/site.php?id=zioname
• https://www.facebook.com/groups/514105909298032/
• https://ccafricanamericanheritage.org/trail-stop/bethel-african-methodist-episcopal-church/
• https://www.peoriamagazine.com/article/you-must-not-kneel-here/
• https://preservationfutures.com/work/ward-chapel-a-m-e-church-of-cairo

page 21:
found images from the deeepest of Google rabbit holes (cont.)
• https://www.facebook.com/StJohnAMESpringfield/
• http://www.savecrheritage.org/history-fans-line-up-for-save-cr-heritage-tour-at-edge-of-downtown-cedar-rapids/
• https://www.virtualcollections.siouxcitymuseum.org/malone
• https://www.mystateline.com/news/allen-chapel-a-m-e-rockfords-oldest-african-american-church/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://cms6.revize.com/revize/waterloo/Historical%20Agen-
das%20(do%20not%20delete)/Civil%20Markers/07-02047_BlackHawkCounty_Waterloo_AMEChurch.pdf

page 22:
• https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/65620798/peyton-m-lewis
• death certificate provided by Iowa Genealogical Society
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